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It is an exciting time for Belize. A Central American country with English law. A Caribbean state that is not an 

island. An ancient land with a young population. 

For over 4,000 years, since 2600 BC by carbon-dated archaeological reckoning, Belize has been home to the Mayans 

and was at the heart of this culturally dynamic Mesoamerican civilization while it developed its elaborate systems of 

art, architecture, mathematics and astronomy that are now known the world over. 

In the Middle Ages, while Spain colonized the rest of this part of the New World, Belize was settled by the English 

and became a British dominion which accounts for its unique language and legal system as compared to the rest of 

Central America. Since 1981 Belize has been an independent democracy with its own parliamentary legislature, while 

the Queen of England remains the ceremonial Head of State. 

The country itself is bordered by Mexico to the North, Guatemala to the West and South, and the Atlantic Ocean to 

the East which includes the largest barrier reef system in the Western Hemisphere. This has resulted in traditional 

geographic and cultural ties with Latin America but Belize’s English heritage has also made it a natural member of 

the Caribbean Community. However, unlike most of its Caribbean neighbours, Belize enjoys the distinct advantage 

of being a continental based territory rather than an island state. 

In modern times, Belize has experienced a positive and unique demographic change with its human resources. Due to 

its historic colonial rule by the British Empire, the official language of Belize remains English, but immigration from 

other Central American countries as well as from Asia has resulted in a young population that is emerging with 

additional natural fluency in Spanish and Mandarin. 

The International Business Company remains a strong and desirable product for this jurisdiction. A recent study 

was conducted to determine how many companies have remained on the IBC Register since the very first company 

was incorporated. The chart below details those companies which are have achieved twenty years, over ten years, 

over five years and over three years 

in existence. 

Since the enactment of the 

International Business Companies 

Act in 1990 the rate of incorporation 

of IBCs has risen considerably over 

the years but in the recent past 

Belize has experienced an especially 

phenomenal growth rate for the use 

of these companies. 

Belize has also recently enacted a 

Foundations Act which is now 

merely awaiting ministerial approval 

of its regulations in order to be 

finalised and ready for use. Further, a bill to introduce a new Merchant Ships (Registration) Act has been tabled to 

Parliament seeking modernisation of Belize’s shipping laws which should prove especially attractive to mortgagee 

banks. Meanwhile, the country’s Trade Marks and Patents Acts remain attractive both in terms of protective and 

enforcement aspects. 

1990~95 1996~99 2000~05 2006~09

Companies 486 1672 11012 50232

percentage 0.54% 1.87% 12.32% 56.18%
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