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Your Contribution Can Help Achieve a Solution for Families with Loved One of Special 
Needs 

The Special Needs Trust Company (SNTC), begun in 2008, was conceived to safeguard the welfare and 
financial security of people with special needs upon the demise of their caregivers.  

Supported by the Ministry of Social and Family Development (MSF), SNTC is the only non-profit trust 
company in Singapore providing affordable trust services to the community of people with special 
needs.  

In the sharing of our trust scheme, parents and caregivers from lower income families have recognized 
the need for a trust infrastructure to receive and manage their future assets such as proceeds from the 
sale of their HDB property, monies from their CPF savings and insurance policies in the event of their 
passing. Many however, realize that it is challenging for them at present to set aside $5,000 to open 
the trust account given their current financial situation. 

Since 2011, SNTC has been looking out for donors to sponsor these parents and caregivers with the 
minimum sum to set up the trust. The target group deserving immediate sponsorship are older parents 
and caregivers who do not have much savings but have substantial non-liquid assets to be given to the 
trust upon their own demise. 

On 29 June 2011, STEP and STA held a fundraising dinner at Fairmont Hotel and SNTC was named as 
the beneficiary of the proceeds. The funds raised through the dinner and along with many other 
individual donors who have given to this cause have helped SNTC reached out to help the lower income 
families to use our trust service for financial planning to provide for the long term care of their 
dependants with special needs. 

These families that we have helped have household income less than $4,800 per month and cannot 
afford to dig into their pockets for $5000 out of their small savings to open a trust account.  But they 
do need the SNTC Trust infrastructure to will the sales proceeds of their HDB flat and any savings for 
their loved one with special needs. In addition, SNTC had also used the donations to help some of these 
beneficiaries to top up their trust accounts to benefit from the one-time dollar-for-dollar top-up grant 
from the MSF. 

We highlight the plight of Mr Tay Cheong Hai, 71 years old, one of the beneficiaries who benefitted 
from this sponsorship program. Mr Tay has three sons, two of whom are with special needs – Tay Boon 
Seng (44 years) and Tay Boon Heng (37 years).  Since his primary school years, Boon Seng’s eyesight 
has gradually been deteriorating and it has worsened. He is at the risk of losing his sight completely. 
In the last three years, Boon Seng’s mental capacity has also declined and this has hampered his 
mobility. His younger brother, Boon Heng suffers from intellectual disability and requires assistance for 
some of the activities of daily living.  

With the two brothers declining health conditions, both Mr Tay and his wife, Mdm Ng Siew Ling (66 
years) face daily challenges to take care of the well being of their two sons. The cumulative stress of 
the caregiving demands has resulted in emotional worries for both their sons’ futures.   

As the sole bread winner in the family, Mr Tay works as a lorry driver.  While other parents in their age 
group are receiving care from their family, Mr Tay shoulders the financial burden of the family needs 
and welfare. A loving father, he felt that as long as he is able to continue to work, he will provide the 
financial support for his family. 

Setting up the trust has given Mr Tay and his wife the peace of mind that when the time comes the 
SNTC Trust infrastructure will allow them to bequeath the sale proceeds of their 3 room HDB flat and 
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any savings they intend to leave behind to provide the best care for their sons with special needs when 
they are no longer around.   

There are many more low income families like Mr Tay who are waiting for financial help to set up the 
SNTC Trust so that they can do their part to provide for the long term care of their loved ones with 
special needs. Therefore, we appeal to you for your support to help us raise funds for more families to 
set up the SNTC Trust to safeguard monies for their loved one with special needs. No donation is too 
small or too big to give hope to these parents and their children with special needs. 

We are excited to share with you that any donation that we receive this year, ending 31 Dec 2014, will 
be matched with dollar-for-dollar from the SG50 Care & Share Movement (“C&S”) Grant, therefore, 

every dollar you give will be matched by the C&S Grant, capped at $1 million for each Voluntary Welfare 
Organisation.  We see this as a great opportunity for you to partner with us to build up our fund to help 
the many low income families with special needs dependants.  Please note that SNTC is a registered 
Charity with IPC status, therefore, any donation you give is tax deductible up to 2.5 times.  

You may write a cheque to ‘Special Needs Trust Company Ltd’ if you would like to make your 

contribution.  There is much synergy between STEP and SNTC and you may wish to consider helping 
in your professional capacity 

To find out more about SNTC services to provide affordable trust to the community of persons with 
special needs, please contact us at 6593 6479 or email us at enquiries@sntc.org.sg. 

Contributed by: Elaine Goh, Community Engagement Manager-Special Needs Trust Company Limited  

 

* To respect the privacy of the parties mentioned in the article, their real names have been changed.  
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